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David Pauling • Aerospace Industries Association
Mr. Pauling is the Vice President of  Technical Operations & Supplier Management at AIA.  He is
responsible for directing and coordinating common aerospace industry-wide engineering, product
support, strategic standardization, quality assurance, and electronic business activities.

Before joining AIA, Mr. Pauling was assistant deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Materiel
Readiness and Maintenance Policy. Prior to that, he spent several years at the Naval Air Systems
Command in Patuxent River, MD. He served as an Army helicopter pilot in Vietnam.

He holds a Master’s Degree in Aerospace Engineering from Penn State University and a Bachelor’s
Degree in Mathematics from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Lt. General William Welser, III • Northrop Grumman
Lt. General Welser is Vice President, Business Development, for the Air Mobility Systems market
segment of Northrop Grumman’s Integrated Systems sector. In this role, he is responsible for
strategic planning and program management of all Air Mobility programs.

Prior to joining Northrop Grumman, he completed a distinguished 34 and a half-year career in the
U.S. Air Force, retiring as a Lieutenant General in December 2005.

He most recently served as Commander, 18th Air Force, Scott Air Force Base, and Illinois. As Air
Mobility Command’s warfighting numbered air force, he was responsible for tasking and executing
all world wide air mobility operations.

Lt. General Welser received his commission through the Air Force ROTC program at the University
of Buffalo in 1971.

Carlos Grandal • EADS
Mr. Grandal is Senior Vice President Strategy at EADS CASA and is responsible for Strategy and
Globalization.

Prior to that, he was EADS CASA Senior VP Business Development, responsible for new business
development for strategic countries.  In 2000, he was named EADS Senior Vice President Political
Affairs-Spain.  In 1990, he was Director of Strategic Planning in CASA, where he was responsible for
Corporate Strategy Assessment and Business Development. Other responsibilities included management
of new programmes, market research and product, political affairs and merger negotiations.
Since 1974, he has held a variety of positions in CASA. Mr. Grandal began his career in the Aerospace
industry as a Flight Test Engineer with Boeing in 1972.

Mr. Grandal’s academic background is in Aeronautical Engineering (Madrid Polytechnic University),
and he also holds Master’s Degrees in Strategic Marketing Planning (ESADE Barcelona) and
Business Administration (MBA, Instituto de Empresa / London Business School).

Kevin Trammel • Pratt & Whitney
Mr. Trammel leads strategy, marketing, and sales in the military aftermarket. This $1.1B annual
business includes spare parts, maintenance, repair, and services for military products around the
world.  His team focuses on service programs such as Performance Based Logistics and partnering
initiatives.

Prior to his current position, Mr. Trammel was the General Manager Engineering of the Repair
Development organization. Through his 23 year tenure at Pratt, he has held leadership roles in
manufacturing, materials & logistics, and finance.

He started his career at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas on development and flight
tests of Space Shuttle’s propulsion and mechanical systems.

He holds a Bachelor's Engineering degree in Aeronautics and Astronautical from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), and an MBA in Finance from the University of Chicago.
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Mark Bobbi • Documental Solutions
Mr. Bobbi is a Senior Analyst, having been responsible for the Military Aircraft and Unmanned Air
Vehicles databases since 2002.  He is also known for his independent consulting work via MB
Strategy Consulting, a business development career at P&W, and 11 years at Forecast International
where he produced Gas Turbine Forecast and Aircraft Forecast.

Over the years, Mr. Bobbi has earned a reputation for picking winners and losers.  He accurately
predicted the winners of both ATF and ATF engine competition, and the Comanche in 1991. He was
the only independent analyst who accurately predicted Congress overturning then Secretary of
Defense Cheney’s cancellation of the Osprey.  Mr. Bobbi has also studied the aerospace/defense
supply chain in depth and has his own proprietary gas turbine industry forecast model.

He is a graduate of Jacksonville University and the University of Hartford.

Mr. Thompson is the Executive Director of the Alabama Aerospace Industry Association, a volunteer
position that he has held for four years. He is employed at the University of Alabama in Huntsville as
the Director of the Office for Strategic Management Services in the Center for Management &
Economic Research.

His 28 years of experience includes business development, economic growth strategy, corporate
project management, and management consulting. He joined UAH in 2003 in the new Office for
Economic Development. From 1987 through 2003, he served in the roles of chief operating officer,
director of small business development, and manager of small business and research programs for the
Huntsville Chamber of Commerce, a local economic development focused chamber.

Mr. Thompson holds an MBA from the University of Alabama in Birmingham and a B.S. in
Accounting from the University of Alabama.

Jeff Thompson • Alabama Aerospace Industries Assn.

Mr. Ball has over 30 years experience as an investment banker specializing in assisting companies
with mergers, acquisitions, capital restructuring and valuations.

He has served as an investment banker with several securities firms including 13 years with
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette in New York.  Mr. Ball previously was on the Board of B.B. Walker,
Juno Lighting, Sterner Lighting and EDO Corporation.

He received his Bachelor of Science degree in Industrial Administration from the Sheffield School at
Yale University.

George Ball • Philpott Ball & Warner

Edward L. (Ted) Werner • Philpott Ball & Werner
Mr. Werner is a Managing Director of Philpott Ball & Werner. Over the past twelve years, he has
assisted companies in mergers, acquisitions, capital refinancings, fairness opinions and valuations.
Mr. Werner has also advised numerous company owners on issues pertaining to shareholder liquidity
and managing shareholder value.  He has extensive experience advising private and public companies
in the aerospace, defense, instrumentation and controls markets.

Mr. Werner is a member of the MBA Advisory Board for the Walker College of Business at
Appalachian State University and is on the Board of Agawam Youth Hockey. He graduated from The
Military College of Vermont - Norwich University in Northfield, Vermont and received his Master of
Business Administration degree from the Walker College of Business at Appalachian State University.
Mr. Werner also completed the Executive Program on Negotiation at MIT/Harvard.
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William H. Alderman • Alderman & Company
Mr. Alderman is the founder and President of Alderman & Company Capital, LLC, a securities
dealer registered with the S.E.C and FINRA.  During his 20-year career in aerospace and finance, he
has completed more than $1 billion in mergers, acquisitions, and related transactions.

Mr. Alderman started his career at Bankers Trust Company and held senior positions in investment
management and corporate development at GE Capital. Mr. Alderman currently serves on the
Boards of: Alpha Growth & Opportunity Fund; TeamStaff, an NASD provider of health care staffing
services; Breeze Eastern, an American Stock Exchange listed manufacturer of rescue hoists and
weapons loading equipment for the Defense Industry, and is a member of the Advisory Board of the
Supplier Excellence Alliance.

A graduate of the JL Kellogg Graduate School of Management and Kenyon College, Mr. Alderman
has been an FAA licensed pilot since 1983, a member of the Wings Club of New York since 1992 and
frequently speaks at aerospace industry conferences in the United States and abroad.

Hal Chrisman • AeroStrategy
Mr. Chrisman joined AeroStrategy as a Principal in April 2005.  He brings to clients 23 years of
aviation and aerospace industry experience split evenly between consulting and executive–level
industry positions. He has expertise in the commercial and military aerospace OEM and MRO
sectors, strategic planning, eCommerce, industrial marketing and due diligence. His experience
includes managing jet engine design and development programs at Williams International, running
business development for eCommerce startup AeroSpan, leading corporate development for a
provider of commercial and military MRO services, and leading numerous consulting engagements
for The Canaan Group, Cirrus Advisors and AeroStrategy.

He holds a BA from Hanover College, a BS in Engineering from Texas A&M University (Magna
Cum Laude), and an MBA from the University of Michigan (with Distinction).

Petros Kitsos • TBL Strategy
Petros Kitsos is Managing Principal of TBL Strategy.  He is widely acknowledged as one of the pre-
eminent strategic advisors in the Aerospace and Defense sector.  TBL Strategy provides a unique suite
of strategic advisory services, concentrating in corporate development planning, market-based asset
optimization strategies and synergy analysis and integration services.

Prior to his founding TBL Strategy, Mr. Kitsos enjoyed a distinguished fifteen-year career in
investment banking with Citigroup, Salomon Smith Barney and Salomon Brothers where he served as
Head of the Global Defense & Aerospace Group, Head of Western Region Mergers & Acquisitions
and Co-Head of the Los Angeles office.

Mr. Kitsos is a graduate of Hamilton College, and holds an M.Phil. from St. Antony’s College, Oxford
and an MBA with honors from Harvard Business School.

Steve Pierson • GE Commercial Finance
Mr. Pierson has more than 20 years of experience in risk management and loan origination plus
extensive knowledge of the domestic and international corporate and commercial aviation market.

Most recently, he served as Risk Manager for aircraft engines at GE Infrastructure and prior to that,
he held origination roles at GE Commercial Aircraft Services and the Corporate Aircraft Group at GE
Capital Solutions. He also held positions at Wells Fargo Bank, Lockheed Finance and GATX Capital.

Mr. Pierson received his BS degree from California State University and his MBA from Monterey
Institute of International Studies.
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Richard Phillips • CIT Aerospace & Defense Finance
Mr. Phillips joined CIT in June 2007 and is responsible for mergers & acquisitions within CIT’s
Aerospace & Defense Finance group. He specializes in providing strategic advice to aerospace &
defense manufacturers, suppliers and service providers regarding growth through acquisitions and
liquidity alternatives. He also advises companies regarding recapitalizations, restructurings and
valuation.

Before becoming an investment banker, Mr. Phillips worked for over 15 years in the aerospace &
defense industry with Hughes Electronics and TRW. There, he held various engineering, project
management, technology management and new business development positions covering the fields of
superconductivity, infrared sensors and space systems.

Mr. Phillips received a BS in Applied Physics from Caltech, conducted graduate studies in solid state
electronics at USC and holds an MBA with honors in Finance from UCLA’s Anderson School, where
he was also named a Williams Fellow and received the Weston award in Finance.

Jeffrey P. Bialos • Sutherland, Asbill & Brennan
Mr. Bialos is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office of Sutherland Asbill, & Brennan, a national
law firm.  He provides advice on aerospace, defense and homeland security matters, including M&A,
antitrust, the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, international matters, export controls, industrial security,
internal investigations, and procurement.

Mr. Bialos also is a Senior Fellow at the Center for Transatlantic Relations, Johns Hopkins
University’s School of Advanced International Studies.  He serves as a member of: a Defense
Science Board Task Force on the future of the defense industry; and the Secure Commonwealth
Panel, Virginia’s homeland security board.

Mr. Bialos previously served as Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Affairs and in
other senior U.S. government positions.  He was awarded the Defense Department's Distinguished
Service Medal.

Joseph Schneider • JSA Partners (Conference Chairman)
Mr. Schneider is President of JSA Partners, a strategy consulting firm serving international aerospace
and defense clients. Previously, he was with EDS and its consulting subsidiary, A.T. Kearney, which
acquired JSA International, a firm he founded in 1981.

Mr. Schneider has over 25 years of consulting experience and over 15 years of active and reserve US
Army service as an infantry officer, primarily with Special Forces and Airborne units. In addition, he
is Chairman of JSA Research, an aerospace and defense equity research firm, which is top-ranked by
the Wall Street Journal. He is also a Director of Novasol, and a former Director of United Industrial
Corporation and Signal Technology Corporation.

He has concluded postgraduate work at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government and holds an
MBA from Harvard Business School, a master's in International Relations from the University of
Southern California, and a bachelor's degree in Engineering from West Point.

Pierre Chao • Renaissance Strategic Advisors
Mr. Chao is the Managing Partner and co-founder of Renaissance Strategic Advisors.  He brings over
20 years of management consulting, investment banking and policy expertise in the aerospace/defense
industry.

Mr. Chao is also a Senior Associate at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, a Washington
D.C.-based, non-partisan defense and foreign policy think tank.  He was a Senior Fellow and Director
of Defense-Industrial Initiatives at CSIS from 2003-2007.

Over the course of his Wall Street career, he participated in over thirty landmark aerospace/defense
equity offerings/IPOs raising $11.7 billion and dozens of buy-side and sell-side M&A assignments.
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Bill Greenwalt • US Department of Defense
Mr. Greenwalt is the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy. He is the principal
advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology & Logistics) and the Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Technology) on all matters relating to the defense
industrial base.

Prior to joining DoD, Mr. Greenwalt was a Professional Staff Member of the Senate Armed Services
Committee and was responsible for defense acquisition policy, industrial base, export control, and
management reform issues. He also served as deputy to the staff director and provided oversight and
management direction of the committee’s legislative activities.

Mr. Greenwalt graduated from California State University at Long Beach in 1982 with a degree in
Political Science and Economics and received his M.A. in Defense and Security Studies from the
University of Southern California in 1989.

Steven C. Grundman, Charles River Associates
Mr. Grundman is a CRA Vice President and Director of Aerospace, Defense, and Transportation
Consulting. His practice applies the firm’s strengths in economics, corporate finance, and public policy
to solve the strategic and operational challenges confronting aerospace and defense companies. He is
particularly focused on facilitating transatlantic business partnerships, supporting the capital markets’
assessments in the sector, and assisting companies prepare and execute strategic initiatives.

Before joining CRA International, Mr. Grundman was Deputy Under Secretary of Defense (Industrial
Affairs and Installations) in the U.S. Department of Defense. During a six-year appointment at the
Pentagon, he directed the Department of Defense’s industrial relations, spearheaded innovative reform
initiatives, and orchestrated the Department of Defense’s program-financial planning process.

Mr. Brooks is President of the International Peace Operations Association (IPOA), a
nongovernmental, nonprofit, nonpartisan association of service companies dedicated to improving
international peacekeeping, peace enforcement, humanitarian rescue,  stabilization efforts and disaster
relief through greater privatization.  He is a specialist on private sector capabilities and African
security issues and has written extensively on the regulation and constructive utilization of the private
sector for international peacekeeping and humanitarian missions.

Mr. Brooks has a BA in History from Indiana University, an MA in History from Baylor University,
with additional doctoral studies at the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University
of Pittsburgh.

Doug Brooks • IPOA

Joanna Speed • SpeedNews
When Gil and Ann Speed launched the aviation industry’s most innovative newsletter in their living room
in 1979, they recruited their two young daughters for the production staff. Like many children of company
founders, Ms. Speed put off joining the family business. But a few years after college, in 1993, she
acquiesced, putting to use her degree from Cal Poly State University and her focus on business and
marketing. As SpeedNews Business Manager, Ms. Speed contributed her organizational abilities. While
beginning her informal education in commercial aviation with Publisher Gil Speed, she took graduate
business courses at Pepperdine University. Over the years, Ms. Speed streamlined the company to increase
revenue and reduce costs, led the effort toward online distribution and created new marketing programs for
large corporate subscribers. When SpeedNews Conferences emerged as influential forecasting and
intelligence forums, Ms. Speed refined and expanded marketing strategies for the Commercial Aviation
Suppliers Conferences and was instrumental in launching the Regional and Business Aviation, European
Aviation and Defense Aerospace Conferences. SpeedNews was purchased in 2006 by Prism Media, now
formally known as Penton Media, and is part of Penton’s Aviation Media Group.


