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Dawne S. Hickton: Vice Chair, President & CEO • RTI International Metals, Inc.
Dawne S. Hickton is Vice Chair, President and Chief Executive Officer of RTI International Metals, Inc., a global 
supplier of advanced titanium mill products, fabricated components and engineered systems for the aerospace, 
defense, energy and medical markets. Ms. Hickton was named Vice Chairman and CEO on April 27, 2007, 
President on October 20, 2009, and has served as a member of RTI’s board since 2007. Ms. Hickton has over 25 
years of diversified metals experience, including more than 14 years in the titanium industry spanning several 
business cycles. Prior to joining RTI, Ms. Hickton was employed at USX Corporation, where she worked not 
only with the parent organization but also with its subsidiaries: US Steel, American Bridge Company, and US 
Steel Mining Company. From 1994 through 1997, she was assistant professor of Clinical Law at the University 
of Pittsburgh. Ms. Hickton was recently appointed as a Director of the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh Branch. She is also a Director of FNB Corporation (NYSE: FNB), where she serves on the Executive, 
Compensation and Corporate Governance and Nominating Committees. She is an officer and member of 
the Board of Directors of the International Titanium Association, and serves as a member of the Executive 
Committee for the Aerospace Industries Association. Ms. Hickton is a 1979 graduate of the University of 
Rochester and received her J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Law in 1983.

Kevin Michaels is a Vice President in ICF SH&E’s Ann Arbor office.  He has 26 years of aviation industry 
experience, including hundreds of consulting engagements for leading aviation and aerospace companies 
across the globe. Dr. Michaels is a globally recognized expert in the aerospace manufacturing and MRO 
sectors, and also has significant expertise in business-to-business marketing, customer satisfaction and strategic 
planning. His experience spans all major market segments, including air transport, business & general aviation, 
and military Prior to founding AeroStrategy, Dr. Michaels was Director - Strategic Development with Rockwell 
Collins Government Systems, and Principal with The Canaan Group, an aerospace consultancy.  He began his 
career as a senior project engineer with Williams International, a leading gas turbine OEM.

Dr. Michaels holds a Bachelor's of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering, and an MBA from the University 
of Michigan, and MSc and PhD Degrees in International Relations from the London School of Economics. 

John Byrne: VP-Aircraft Materials & Structures • Boeing
John Byrne serves as Vice President of Aircraft Materials and Structures for Boeing Commercial Airplanes’ 
Supplier Management. Mr. Byrne is responsible for the purchase of raw materials, standards, fabricated parts, 
assemblies and major structures for all commercial airplane programs. He also serves the key role of linking 
Supplier Management with the Fabrication Division. Additional responsibilities include managing Ural Boeing 
Manufacturing, a Boeing joint venture, located in Russia, focused on titanium machining. Mr. Byrne joined 
Boeing in 1987 as a quality engineer at the company’s Fabrication Division in Auburn, Wash., following five 
years of work with the United States Department of the Navy. In 2001, he was named the Director of the 
Machine Parts Manufacturing Business unit, which produced complex machined parts and assemblies for Boeing 
single- and twin-aisle commercial airplanes. His next assignment was the Director of Business Operations 
and Supply Chain Management for the Fabrication Division. He transitioned from operations to Supplier 
Management in the spring of 2003. His first assignment was leader of raw materials and purchased outside 
production; two years later standards were added to his responsibilities. He was named to his current position in 
June of 2011.

David Williams was appointed Vice President of Procurement for Airbus Americas in January of 2011.  In 
this newly created position, Mr. Williams provides leadership to a new Procurement organization which is 
responsible for Procurement and Supplier Sourcing in the United States.   He is tasked with growing established 
relationships with existing U.S. suppliers as well as facilitating new opportunities for additional procurement 
in the U.S. for both Airbus and parent company EADS. He has worked within the EADS group since 2001.  He 
initially joined Airbus in the United Kingdom as Head of Procurement Quality and Supply Chain Management 
for the airframe division.  He moved to increasingly senior positions in the areas of sourcing and supply chain 
management including EADS Lead Buyer – Standard Parts, Low Cost Country Project Manager, and until 
recently, Head of Supply Chain and Quality Materials Procurement for Airbus, based in Toulouse, France. Prior 
to joining EADS / Airbus, Mr. Williams worked in the automotive industry as Materials Manager and a Board 
Member at Fenner as well as spending fourteen years at Lucas.  While working in the automotive industry, he 
held positions of Senior Buyer, Materials Manager, Purchase Agent, and Total Quality Change Manager. He 
holds a Mechanical Engineering Degree from the University of Wales, a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Studies 
from Lanchester University, and a Master’s Degree in Business, specializing in Lean, from Cardiff University.

Dr. Kevin Michaels: Vice President • ICF SH&E

David Williams: VP-Procurement • Airbus Americas
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Richard J. Harshman: Chairman, President & CEO • ATI 
Rich Harshman became Chairman, President and CEO of ATI effective May 1, 2011. Previously, he served as 
President and Chief Operating Officer beginning in August 2010. Prior to that, Mr. Harshman served as Executive 
Vice President, Finance and CFO.

Mr. Harshman joined the Company as a member of the Corporate Internal Audit Department in 1978, and has 
served in increasingly important roles at both the corporate and operating levels. Mr. Harshman is a Certified 
Public Accountant and holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from Robert Morris University.

He is a member of the Board of Trustees at Robert Morris University and a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Boy Scouts of America, Laurel Highlands Council.

Mario Coracides was named Pratt & Whitney’s Director of Global Supply Chain for Raw Materials in October 
of 2009. In this role he leads a team responsible for both the strategy and tactical execution for all metals as well 
as forgings, airfoil castings, and structural castings for the company. He joined Pratt and Whitney in March of 
2008 as Director of NPI Supply Chain which, under his leadership, included setting and executing strategy for 
new programs such as the PW1000 Geared Turbofan and the F135 Joint Strike Fighter. He started his career as 
a buyer/planner and spent 15 years in supply chain/operations roles with increasing scope and responsibility at 
companies such as American Express, General Electric, and Honeywell. During this time, he gained valuable 
experience in manufacturing operations, globalization, six sigma, BPO, quality, and materials management; both 
in tactical and strategic roles. Mr. Coracides holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Supply Chain Management 
and minor in International Business from Arizona State University.

Mario Coracides: Director-Raw Materials Supply Chain • Pratt & Whitney

John VanKirk: VP-Aerospace & Defense • Kennametal
John S. VanKirk is Vice President, Aerospace & Defense for Kennametal Inc., a global supplier of tooling, 
engineered components and advanced materials consumed in production processes. In this position, he is 
responsible for developing and executing business strategy to provide customers increasingly more productive 
solutions needed to meet their business goals. Mr. VanKirk has over 25 years of experience in product and 
process development and 10 years in various organic and inorganic business development roles.  He led 
Kennametal’s effort to establish the National Center for Defense Manufacturing and Machining, a 501(c)3 
organization that reduces cost and improves lead time within the U.S. defense industrial base.  Recently, 
he held the position of President and Executive Director of that organization.  Mr. VanKirk holds numerous 
patents for various material compositions, as well as tool holder designs.  He has served as the Vice Chair and 
Secretary for the NDIA Manufacturing Division, and as Director for DSN Innovations, the Economic Growth 
Connection in Greensburg, PA, the Westmoreland/Fayette Workforce Investment Board, the National Center 
for Defense Manufacturing and Machining, the Manufacturing Engineering Advisory Board of Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, the Board of the Refractory Metals Association, and the Technology Issues Committee of 
the Association for Manufacturing Technology.

Daniel DeAntonio: Marketing Manager-Aerospace • Carpenter Technology
Daniel DeAntonio is currently Marketing Manager - Aerospace for Carpenter Technology Corp.  He joined 
the Company in 1977 as a metallurgist in the High Temperature Alloy research group.  He has held numerous 
positions in R&D, product development, application engineering, and product engineering before joining the 
Marketing Department in 2008.

Mr. DeAntonio has 34 years of experience in the development, manufacture and marketing of specialty alloys.  
He has authored numerous technical articles and is the co-inventor of Thermo-Span® alloy, a controlled 
expansion superalloy that has been used in jet engine components.

Mr. DeAntonio earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Metallurgy from Penn State University in State College, PA and 
his MBA from St. Joseph’s University in Philadelphia.
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Carl Ulrich: Managing Director • Allstreams Consulting
Carl Ulrich is a Principal with Allstreams LLC, a privately held market research and business development firm.  
As a business development professional with corporate experience in the materials and chemical industries, 
he provides clients help conducting research, providing strategic vision, implementing programs, managing 
development projects and creating new partnerships and alliances.  Prior to Allstreams, he was responsible 
for business development at Cytec Engineered Materials where he led projects to transfer aerospace material 
technology to new industries and managed new product applications in the aerospace market.  Prior to joining 
Cytec, he founded WSP Chemicals and Technology to research, develop and manufacture innovative water 
soluble polymers for use in the cosmetics, paper, oilfield and water treatment markets.  Prior to WSP, he was 
responsible for strategic planning at Calgon Corporation with profit and loss responsibility for the specialty 
biocides and polymer product lines.  Mr. Ulrich received a Bachelor of Arts Degree from University of 
California, Santa Barbara and an MSIA from Carnegie Mellon University.

 Timothy Kirk: Director of Sales & Marketing • Toray Composites America
Tim Kirk is the Director of Sales and Marketing for Toray Composites, (America) Inc. – having
previously held the position of Senior Manager of Aerospace Sales and Marketing. As Director, his primary 
role is to engage with their global base of customers and open new opportunities for Toray’s diverse catalog of 
products and services. He brings over 15 years of aerospace and related experience with him and has a unique 
perspective on many related markets. Prior to his role with TCA, he was a senior-level Supplier Program 
Manager with Boeing Commercial Airplanes in Seattle, WA. His role was developing and implementing 
system integration strategies across the Boeing Commercial Airplanes supply chain – including those involving 
composite raw materials. He also completed many studies on supply chain design – including detailed studies 
of Japanese Just In Time (JIT) processes and how Best Practices in Lean Manufacturing can be extended 
beyond the shop-floor into all aspects of the business. Throughout his career with Boeing, Tim gained valuable 
experience in both Supply Chain Management and Business Operations. Mr. Kirk holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Business Administration from the University of Washington. In 2006, he completed a graduate program in 
Systems Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and in 2009, he completed an Executive 
Certificate in Technology, Operations and Value Chain Management – also from MIT.

David Leach: Global Market Segment Manager-Composites • Henkel Aerospace 

David Leach has over 25 years of experience in composite materials, and has worked in research and 
development, technical support and marketing.

He has been involved with the development of composite materials for a wide range of aerospace applications 
including epoxy, phenolic, cyanate ester and thermoplastic matrices.

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Physics from Imperial College, London, and is a Chartered Scientist in 
the United Kingdom.

Tim Shumate: Sr. Business Development Mgr. • ATK Aerospace Structures
Tim Shumate is currently a Business Development Manager for ATK’s Aerospace Structures Division focusing 
on commercial aerospace applications. ATK is a large aerospace and defense company with revenues of $4.5B. 
ATK has been involved in the design, development and manufacture of composites aerospace structures, and 
the automated processes used to manufacture these structures.

Mr. Shumate has been working in the aerospace materials and structures industry for the past 25 years. He 
has previously worked in various engineering, program management, and business development roles for 
companies such as McDonnell Douglas, SGL-Hitco, and Cytec Engineered Materials. His experience and 
background gives a broad and unique understanding of the aerospace composites structures and advanced 
composites materials industry, its history, the technologies used, and business trends.

Mr. Shumate has a B.S. Degree in Engineering and Materials Science from University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA), and an MBA Degree from Pepperdine University.
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Chris Red: Principal • Composites Forecasts & Consulting 

Composites Forecasts and Consulting, LLC (CFC) was founded in 2011  CFC's special focus is on the application 
and use of carbon fiber materials in such industries as aerospace, defense, alternative energy, industrial, and 
consumer products. The products and services are designed to provide individuals and organizations with the 
information needed to plan their business strategies, investments in one of the strongest growing segments 
of global manufacturing. Chris Red, founder of CFC, has 14 years of experience researching, reporting and 
analyzing, and consulting on the markets for carbon fiber and other advanced composite materials and their 
applications. He has served as an editor, contributing author for many of the industry’s trade publications, 
including Advanced Composites Monthly, Composites Industry Monthly, High Performance Composites, 
Composites Technology, Composites Manufacturing, and has provided commentary and data for a number of 
other publications and government policy reports. In addition, he is a frequent speaker and lecturer at a wide 
range of composites-related events. Mr. Red holds a Bachelor's Degree in Technical Writing and Multimedia 
Communication from Arizona State University.

Jerry St. Clair: President • Vulcanium Metals 

Jerry St. Clair is President of Vulcanium Metals Inc. & Vulcanium Metals International. Since 1981, Jerry 
St. Clair has served as Materials Manager, Export Sales Manager, Vice-President of Raw Material Sales and 
Corporate Senior Vice-President of VMI. During that tenure, he created the Vulcanium Metals business from its 
fabrication parent company in order to focus on global aerospace and medical market distribution segments.

As Vulcanium Metals’ President, Mr. St. Clair has overseen the firm’s European expansion, including the opening 
of its subsidiary and service center in Northern Ireland. He has also spear-headed the conversion of VMI to a 
value-added processor and lean manufacturing based titanium service provider. Additionally, Mr. St. Clair is a 
board of director in the International Titanium Association.

Rich Jeniski: Aerospace Market Sector Team Leader • ATI 
Rich Jeniski joined ATI Allvac in May 2001 as a business development and marketing manager.  His 
responsibilities included business development and marketing in the jet engine market and power turbine market 
and was the program leader for the launch of ATI 718Plus®, ATI Allvac’s newest superalloy.   He was promoted 
to Director of Marketing & Business Development in June 2007 where he held that position until June 2011 when 
he became ATI Aerospace Market Sector Team Leader.  As the ATI Aerospace Market Sector Team Leader, he is 
working with all of the ATI operating companies to grow their presence in the Aerospace market. Prior to joining 
ATI Allvac, Mr. Jeniski served as an Associate – Strategic Planning Group with Eaton Corporation in Cleveland, 
Ohio.  In this position, he was responsible for making recommendations to Eaton senior management regarding 
strategy and valuation of potential acquisition and divestiture candidates.  Prior to joining Eaton, he worked at 
Alcoa Technical Center as a Sr. Metallurgical Engineer.  While at Alcoa, he was responsible for development and 
process optimization of 6XXX & 7XXX series aluminum alloy products used in the aerospace and automotive 
markets. Mr. Jeniski is a member of ASM International and The Materials Society (TMS).

Michael Skorija: Dir.-Global Supply Chain Management • RTI International Metals

Michael “Mike” Skorija is the Director, Global Supply Chain Management at RTI International Metals, Inc.  
His primary responsibilities include: evaluating, developing, establishing and leading RTI’s global supply chain 
organization which includes strategic supply chain management, procurement, planning, warehousing and 
logistics. The end result is to assure that the corporate objectives set by the company are met for the overall 
success of RTI. Mr. Skorija has established a global customer-centric integrated Supply Chain that enables RTI 
to be recognized as a valued supplier of choice.  His approach has been to take the most complex items that are 
typically misunderstood and put them into simple terms where clear bottom line results can be achieved. Prior 
to joining RTI, Mr. Skorija worked with companies such as IBM, ABB and FMC. He began his career at IBM 
as a Senior Methods Engineer and Program Manager and has progressed throughout his career with expanding 
international responsibilities in Europe and Asia . He has had titles such as Manufacturing Director Europe and 
Western Hemisphere Operations Director. Mr. Skorija holds two Bachelor of Science Degrees, one in Electrical 
Engineering and one in Industrial Engineering and is certified in Production and Inventory Management.
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Mike Metz: President • VSMPO-TIRUS
Michael Metz joined VSMPO-Tirus, US in November 2003 as Vice President, Commercial and was named 
President of the organization in 2007. VSMPO is the largest producer of titanium in the world, vertically 
integrated from titanium sponge manufacture through melting and mill products such as plate, sheet, bar, billet, 
wire, and welded and seamless tubing. In addition, VSMPO supplies titanium closed die forgings for airframe 
and engine applications. Mr. Metz has served on the International Titanium Association Board of Directors for 
the past 4 years, currently holding the position of President of the ITA. The International Titanium Association 
is a trade association for producers, suppliers, and users of titanium with approximately 200 members around 
the world. He has significant experience in the titanium industry, having had held positions in sales, distribution, 
product management, market research and forecasting at Titanium Metals Corporation from 1986 to 2003 before 
joining VSMPO. 

He graduated from Hamilton College in 1981 with a BA Degree in Economics, and from Carnegie – Mellon 
University in 1983 with an MBA.

Fabienne Le Tadic: VP-Global Marketing • Alcan Global Aerospace
Fabienne Le Tadic is Vice President Global Marketing for Alcan GATI. 

She has 20 years of experience gathered in key international positions in Marketing and Sales, IS-IT and process 
streamlining, both in the FMCG and Healthcare sectors, now in Aerospace. Her areas of expertise are B2B and 
scientific-based businesses generating demand processes.

Ms. Le Tadic holds a Master's Degree in Econometrics and Political Science from the University of Paris 
Panthéon Sorbonne.

Henry Seiner: Vice President-Planning & Materials • TIMET 

Henry Seiner has been at TIMET for 20 years, with global responsibilities for both Purchasing and Production 
Planning. In this role, Mr. Seiner is responsible for the sponge versus scrap decision as well as the make versus 
buy decision for titanium sponge.

He oversees purchasing activity for ore feedstocks, sponge and scrap for all of TIMET’s melting locations. Prior 
to his time at TIMET, he spent six years in the steel business with USX Corporation in various sales, marketing 
and production planning roles.

Mr. Seiner holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics from Duke University and an MBA from Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh.   

Mark Stuckey: Vice President-Commercial • Alcoa Aerospace
Mark Stuckey is Vice President Commercial – Global Aerospace, responsible for leading all aerospace 
commercial activities across the world for Alcoa’s Global Rolled Products.  He works closely with every 
airframer in the aviation industry as well as their supply chains.  

Mr. Stuckey joined Alcoa in 2002 and has served in both the Engineered Products (2002-2005) and Flat Rolled 
Products (2005-2011) groups since then.  Prior to his current role, he had been responsible for North American 
commercial activity including major aerospace customers Boeing and Bombardier.

Prior to joining Alcoa, Mr. Stuckey spent 13 years at Kaiser Aluminum in a number of account management, 
product management and regional management roles.  He is a University of Washington graduate with a degree in 
Business Administration.
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Joanna Speed: Managing Director-Conferences • SpeedNews 
When Gil and Ann Speed launched the aviation industry’s most innovative newsletter in 1979, they recruited 
their two young daughters for the production staff. Like many children of company founders, Ms. Speed delayed 
joining the family business. However, a few years after college, she acquiesced, putting to use her degree from 
Cal Poly State University and her acumen for business and marketing. As SpeedNews Business Manager,  Ms. 
Speed contributed her organizational aptitude. While beginning her informal education in commercial aviation 
with Publisher Gil Speed, she studied business in the Pepperdine University graduate program. Over the years, 
Ms. Speed streamlined the company to increase revenue and reduce costs, led the effort toward online distribution 
and created new marketing programs for large corporate subscribers. When SpeedNews Conferences emerged 
as influential forecasting and intelligence forums, Ms. Speed refined and expanded marketing strategies for 
the Commercial Aviation Suppliers Conferences and was instrumental in launching the Regional and Business 
Aviation, European Aviation and Defense Supplier Conferences. Recently promoted to Managing Director,   
Ms. Speed introduced another conference in 2011, the Aerospace Raw Materials and Manufacturers Supply 
Chain Conference, which runs in conjunction with the Annual Commercial Aviation Suppliers Conference. 
SpeedNews has been part of Penton’s Aviation Media Group since 2006.

Lloyd O'Carroll: Senior Vice President-Research • Davenport & Company
Lloyd O'Carroll is the Metals Equity Analyst for Davenport & Company. His equity research coverage includes
aluminum, steel, and specialty metals companies. He is the author of The O’Carroll Aluminum Bulletin, a 
subscription-based research service that is distributed to producers, metal traders, end users, distributors, and 
others. Mr. O'Carroll was the Metals Equity Analyst & Chief Economist, BB&T Capital Markets, from August 
1997 through November 2005.

Prior to that position, he was the Corporate Economist for Reynolds Metals Company for 19 years. His 
functions included macroeconomic, aluminum industry, and commodity analysis; strategic planning and 
corporate development; author of the Economic Comments; and member of the Reynolds' Commodity Hedging 
Committee.

Mr. O'Carroll earned undergraduate and graduate degrees from North Carolina State University and is a 
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA).

Ronald Weiss, Jr.: Vice President Marketing • Kaiser Aluminum
Ronald J. Weiss, Jr. serves as Vice President of Marketing, Flat Rolled Products for Kaiser Aluminum Fabricated 
Products, LLC. Mr. Weiss is responsible for helping to manage the development and successful execution of 
Kaiser’s Flat Rolled Products growth strategies to meet demanding customer requirements for aerospace, defense 
and general industrial applications. Mr. Weiss joined Kaiser in 2002 as a marketing manager for tubular products 
at the company’s Chandler, AZ facility. In 2004 he was named the Director of Marketing for Flat Rolled Products 
and was promoted to his current position in February 2010.

Prior to joining the Company, Mr. Weiss held various management positions with Bethlehem Steel and Lukens 
Steel and he holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Villanova University.


