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SpeedNews’ conferences are designed for equipment manufacturers, 
marketing representatives, analysts and raw material suppliers. Aircraft 

and engine manufacturers will present status reports on their programs, 
and industry experts will offer delivery and retirement forecasts, review 
the financial status of airlines, and analyze the condition of the industry; 

maintenance and subcontractor issues will also be addressed.

✈Aviation Industry Suppliers Conferences Since 1986

®



12
th

 A
n

n
u

al
 R

B
A

IS
C

Faye Malarkey - VP, Legislative Affairs - Regional Airline Association
Faye Malarkey directs RAA’s policy efforts in conjunction with the Board of Directors and 
President.  Since joining RAA in 1998, Faye has significantly increased RAA’s grassroots 
presence on Capitol Hill and in 2004, played a key role in reforming the Essential Air Service 
Program.  She was also part of a successful industry lobbying effort aimed at restoring the 
aviation system and airline financial stability after the terrorist acts of 2001. 
 
Prior to joining RAA, Faye served as Government Affairs Manager for SmithBucklin, the world’s 
largest trade association management company.  She also served as Deputy Director, Get 
Out the Vote, for Victory ’96, the Clinton Reelection campaign, and previously worked in the 
campaign and Washington headquarters of U.S. Senator Harris Wofford.        
 
Faye graduated summa cum laude from the Honors College at the University of Pittsburgh, 
earning a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy.

Douglas Abbey - Managing Partner - The Velocity Group
Doug Abbey is a veteran aviation consultant, having founded AvStat Associates in 1989 prior to 
founding The Velocity Group. He is considered one of the world’s foremost experts on the regional 
airline industry, and brings nearly 30 years of experience working with airlines, manufacturers, airports, 
regulatory agencies, and other industry clients in the sector.

Doug has worked with the Regional Airline Association in an advisory role for the last decade and 
a half, and is widely cited on aviation industry-related issues both by the general media and trade 
publications worldwide. In 2001, Doug established the Regional Air Service Initiative (RASI) with the 
underwriting of industry manufacturers and suppliers with the goal of promoting free market growth of 
regional jet (RJ) service in North America.

Prior to establishing AvStat, Doug was Director of Market Research at Fokker Aircraft (USA). Before 
that, he worked as a consultant at Kurth & Company; at SH&E; and as a Research Analyst with the 
U.S. DOT. He holds a BBA degree from George Washington University.

Trung Ngo - VP, Marketing & Communications - Bombardier Aerospace Regional Aircraft
Trung Ngo was appointed VP Marketing and Communications at Bombardier Aerospace Regional 
Aircraft, based in Toronto, Canada in October 2005. With over 7,000 employees, Bombardier Regional 
Aircraft is the recognized world leader in the small commercial airliner market. 

Prior to assuming this position, Mr. Ngo had served as Group Vice President Strategy and Business 
Development for Bombardier Transportation and was based in Berlin, Germany from 2001 to 2005. 
He joined Bombardier in 1982 and had assumed increased management responsibility in the 
marketing, product planning and communications functions. 

Prior to joining Bombardier, he had worked for Pratt & Whitney and a regional airline in Canada in the 
engineering and marketing capacity. 

Trung holds a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering from McGill University and an MBA from York 
University, Canada. He is married with two children.

Claudio G. Camelier - Market Intelligence VP, Executive Aviation - Embraer
Claudio Camelier is the Vice-President of Market Intelligence for Executive Aviation at Embraer in Sao 
Jose dos Campos, Brazil, since June 2007.  His group is responsible for product strategies definition, 
market analysis and forecast, sales support and promotion strategies.  Working at Embraer since 
1998, he previously held positions on Embraer Airline Market Intelligence and Customer Support 
organizations.   

Prior to joining Embraer, Claudio has worked for 8 years in the aviation industry in Brazil, in the fields 
of flight operations and performance engineering, and airport/navigation charges and aviation fuel 
management.   

Claudio received his degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the Brazilian Air Force Institute of 
Technology (ITA), and holds an MBA in Aerospace Industry Administration from Sao Paulo’s Getulio 
Vargas Foundation (FGV).
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John F. Walsh - President - Walsh Aviation
With more than 30 years experience in aerospace, John Walsh founded Walsh Aviation in 1993, 
a consulting service that specializes in forecasting the commercial and military aviation markets 
and identifying new business opportunities in the aerospace industry. 

John is frequently quoted in numerous aerospace reports by several media outlets including the 
Wall Street Journal, Nightly Business Report, USA Today, World Airline News, BBC Worldwide 
News Hour, SPEEDNEWS, ATW, and Aviation Week & Space Technology. He maintains a focus 
on the cyclical nature of the industry to provide his clients with an “early warning” or “wake-up 
call” by identifying major turning points in the marketplace.

John was formerly Director of Market Research for UNC, Inc., and Director of Market Planning 
and Corporate Relations for Rohr. He is a graduate of Manhattan College, Columbia University 
and UCLA, and has an MS in Civil Engineering and an MBA.

Stephen Crowley - VP, Sales & Marketing, Customer Service - Adam Aircraft
Steve Crowley was appointed Vice President Sales and Marketing, Bombardier New Commercial 
Aircraft Program, on July 5, 2004. Steve is a senior aerospace executive with more than 25 years 
experience in the industry.

Prior to joining Bombardier Aerospace, Steve had a long and successful career at The Boeing 
Company, which began in 1978.  In his most recent assignment at Boeing, Steve held the position of 
Business Director and Deputy to the Executive Vice President of Commercial Airplane Sales.  In this 
capacity, Steve led BCA sales teams worldwide and developed global customer strategies.  

Steve held several other senior executive positions within Boeing Commercial Airplanes as well, 
including Vice President of Sales for Boeing China, Business Director & Deputy President for Boeing 
Aircraft Trading, Senior Sales Director positions in both the North American and Asia/Pacific regions, 
and Director of Finance for Boeing Customer Services.

Born in Seattle, Washington, Steve earned his Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration at Pacific 
Lutheran University and his Masters in Business Administration at the University of Puget Sound.

Gerhard Steinle - Director, Transportation Design - BMW Group DesignworksUSA
Gerhard Steinle joined BMW Group DesignworksUSA in 2004. Gerhard brings with him over 25 
years of experience in transportation design and concept development. Since his appointment, the 
Transportation Design Department completed a wide spectrum of successful programs, among them 
a variety of aircraft interiors, several designs for trucks and busses, yachts, construction equipment 
and, on a smaller scale, a baby stroller. 

Gerhard came to DesignworksUSA after several years as an independent design consultant to 
worldwide automotive clients as well as suppliers to the automotive industry. The most publicly 
recognized project became a modified convertible mounted on an off-road vehicle chassis, which his 
client drove around the world. 

Prior to his consultant work, Gerhard spent over 16 years working for Daimler-Benz AG. As an exterior 
designer he worked on passenger cars and commercial vehicles. In 1990 he was sent to California 
with the task to establish the first Mercedes-Benz design center outside of Germany, which he was 
leading consecutively for seven years. He worked with his team on many significant concept designs, 
including the iconic Smart Car, the M-Class, an early Maybach study, as well as the designs for a 
series of production models. Gerhard gained additional experience while designing vehicles and 
products for sister companies within the Daimler group.

Gerhard Steinle holds a degree from the Fachhochschule fuer Gestaltung in Pforzheim, Germany.

Robert Kline - VP, Operations - SAAB Aerotech of America
During the Saab 340 introductory years of 1984 through 1989 Robert Kline served as a Service 
Engineer for avionics and then propulsion systems.

In 1990 Robert left Saab for Dornier Aviation North America to work with the new Dornier 328 Aircraft 
as Director of Technical Services. In 1996 Robert returned to Saab Aircraft as Director of Sales and 
Marketing.

Today Robert is Head of Operations for Saab Aerotech of America LLC which supports the fleet of 
Saab 340 and 2000 aircraft in the Americas.
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Ed White - Director, Marketing Propulsion Systems - Honeywell Aerospace
Ed White is responsible for Honeywell’s product and technology roadmaps into new engines, the latest 
being the HTF7000, HTS900, HTF10000 and many others. Ed is also involved in Honeywell’s Forecasting & 
Strategic Planning/M&A activities. He has been with Honeywell since 1985.

Ed has almost 40 years experience in the jet engine/aerospace industry. Previously working for 
AlliedSignal, he led company marketing efforts into the acquisition of Textron Lycoming Gas Turbines, the 
launch of the new generation TFE731-20/40/50/60 engines, the CFE738 and F124/F125joint ventures and 
various other M&A activities. He also worked for Pratt & Whitney Canada in 1968-1984.

Ed has a degree in Mechanical Engineering & Aerospace from University of Toronto, and an MBA from 
McGill University.

Tri Pham - Manager, Strategic Planning & Analysis - Pratt & Whitney Canada
Tri Pham joined Pratt & Whitney Canada in 1983 and worked for seven years as an aerodynamic engineer 
in the turbine area. 

For three years, Tri was an account manager for the PW300 engine and has held his current position since 
1993, for which he is responsible for business strategy, product planning, market research and forecast as 
well as competitive analysis. In 2005, Tri received P&WC’s first President’s Award for his pioneering work 
on the PW600 engine.

Prior to joining Pratt & Whitney Canada, Tri worked at Canadair in the advanced design and technology 
department.

Tri holds BS and MS degrees in Mechanical Engineering with honors, as well as an MBA in Finance from 
McGill University.

Dr. Bruce Holmes - Chief Strategist NextGen Systems - Dayjet
Dr. Bruce Holmes joined DayJet in May 2007 to work with federal and state agencies to deploy next-
generation technologies that will expand the number of small airports DayJet can utilize across the country 
for its per-seat, on-demand jet service.

For more than 30 years, Bruce has contributed to transforming American air transportation, culminating in 
a senior executive position as chief strategist at NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton, Virginia. He 
was instrumental in the strategic development of the Next Generation Air Transportation System (NGATS), 
the creation of the NASA Advanced General Aviation Transport Experiments (AGATE) Alliance, and the 
Small Aircraft Transportation System (SATS) Project. Bruce is widely known for his strategic leadership 
in the emergence of small aircraft and community airports for public transportation and for championing 
strategies for improving future generations of personal air transportation vehicles, airspace systems and 
airports.

Bruce has published more than 70 technical papers, received four patents, and directed several research 
programs fostering technical developments upon which new aviation companies have been formed. He 
has been honored with numerous NASA and professional society awards including the NASA Outstanding 
Leadership Medal, NASA Exceptional Engineering Achievement Medal, The National Air Transportation 
Association Distinguished Service Award and others.

Dr. Kevin Michaels - Principal - Aerostrategy
Kevin Michaels is a co-founder of AeroStrategy and manages its US office in Ann Arbor, MI. He has over 
20 years experience in aviation, which includes a broad range of consulting expertise developed from 
engagements with leading aviation and aerospace companies throughout the world.

Kevin was previously a Principal with The Canaan Group and Director-Strategic Development with 
Rockwell Collins Government Systems. He began his career as a project engineer with Williams 
International.

Kevin holds BS (aerospace engineering) and MBA degrees from the University of Michigan and MSc and 
PhD degrees in international relations from the London School of Economics.
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Dr. Ronald J. Epstein - VP, Equity Research - Merrill Lynch
Dr. Ronald J. Epstein joined Merrill Lynch in 2001 as an Industry Analyst.

Ronald follows Aerospace/Defense and Multi-Industrial Companies with large aerospace components.  
Prior to joining Merrill Lynch, he was a research scientist working in the Applied Aerodynamics Technology 
Group at Boeing Phantom Works.

During that time, Ronald was also an adjunct faculty member in the Department of Mechanical Engineering 
at Washington University in St. Louis, where he taught courses on Fluid Dynamics and Control Systems. 

Ron completed his MBA with honors from the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania.  He also 
holds a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Duke University and a BA with highest honors from Skidmore 
College.

Gilbert W. Speed - SpeedNews Founder - SpeedNews
Gilbert Speed has spent more than 50 years in the aviation industry, beginning as a student 
apprentice in 1952 at The Bristol Aeroplane Company, now part of BAE SYSTEMS. In 1957 Gil 
moved to the US and began as a Development Engineer on new aircraft for Eastern Airlines in 
New York, working on the DC-8 and Lockheed Electra. In 1959, he joined Pan Am as a Structures 
Engineer, and later as an Aeronautical Engineer. At Pan Am, Gil worked on the specifications for the 
727, 707 Freighter, Concorde, and Dassault Fanjet Falcon. In 1965, Gil became VP Marketing for 
Tridair Industries in California. In 1968, he founded Transequip, now part of Telair International, which 
manufactured composite panels, cargo and baggage containers and cargo systems. Gil sold his 
interests in 1978. 

Gil founded SPEEDNEWS in 1979, and in 1991, launched SPEEDNEWS DEFENSE BIWEEKLY. In 
1986, he started the first SpeedNews Aviation Industry Suppliers Conference. SpeedNews was 
purchased by Prism Business Media in September 2006, which also acquired Penton in February 
2007.  Prism Business Media is now known as Penton Media. 

Gil serves as a consultant for Penton Media under his own company, Gil Speed & Associates, Inc.
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Up coming Conference:
22nd Annual  Aviat ion I ndustr y  Suppl iers  Conference

Bever ly  Wi lshire
Bever ly  H i l l s ,  CA

March 17-19,  2008


